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form a considerable portion  of   the  native Christian
ommunity in the North-West.
All our missions have had accessions from both Hindus
md Muhammadans, but chiefly from Hindus. I heartily
wish I could say all have joined us from right motives.
This I cannot say. It is undeniable that persons have
joined us from unworthy motives, some because they
have broken with their brethren, othe.s who are pressed
by want in hope of .support, and others again in antici-
pation of a life of less toil if they can get under the
wing of a missionary. Theie have even been individuals
who have made it a trade to be baptized, who have told
most plausible stories, have hung on missionaries for a
time, and have then set out in quest of new pasture*
They remind us of the wild Saxons, who submitted to
baptism again and again that they might obtain the white
dress given on each occasion to the baptized* Some
missionaries have been far more ready than others to
administer baptism, but as a rule they have examined
candidates closely, have made all possible inquiry, and
have baptized them only on obtaining what appeared
satisfactory evidence of sincerity. Some who proved
most unworthy manifested the greatest apparent earnest-
ness, possessed a considerable degree of knowledge, and
were hailed by us as a valuable accession. I narrowly
escaped baptizing a man who turned out the leader of a
band of thieves. He came to me professing an ardent
desire for baptism, paid frequent visits, made marked
progress in knowledge, and was well spoken of by
persons who said they knew him; but circumstances
occurred to bring suspicion over him, and he suddenly
disappeared. Long afterwards we found out that he was
a leader of an infamous following.